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BWPORT, R. I, June B.—Newport never looked more beantifnl than it &4
this weel. Just to get a Lreath of the old place I ran out hera for a eonpls of
days. It was worth the journey, tflresome as it was. A oloudless sky smiled
down Into a biue sen thnt lnughed back agaln, Grass: was velvet green on
overy lawn, and the pbundant foliage had all the luxnriznce of early June.

Ozone was everywhere. It acted ke a tonic. T tpok the ten-mile drive, and when it
was over I felt ns though ¥ could take it agaln at ance.

Eyerywhiers I suw preparations belng made for the condlng geason, Thero were
gardeners ut work about every one of the “‘sidw” plices, aud house clesners were
protifnent at every turi. The lawn mower clioked all day and the pruning knlife
gllsteped on every band. Up to last week, they told me, the weather had besn misera.

' ble, Raln was frequent oud It wis ao cold as to be dizngreenble, Bellevue avenue nud

the Ocean Driva had been pructically deserted. But the sunshine of the latter part of
last week brovght the people out of thefr bouses and quickly mude Newgort lock ke
Its old self.

There ave more people {n the Clty.by-thesen just now than ly susal at this time of
the year. And yet these people cluln that the seamon will not be pertleularly gay

,from s soclal standpeint. They hold that many of the rloh who have done so much

to make Newport famous for 1ta hospltality and for Iis lavish expendlture of money
will not be able to particlpate in the festivities this senson becanse they are In mourn-
Ing.

And yet, while they are braving the scasonh, as It were, theéss same calamity
croakevs are all just as busy as ean' be looking after the renovation of thelr own

>t homses, They are leaving nothing undove to asssure thelr fndlvidual suceess, and this

leads the experfenced observer to conclude that thers will be enough of gayety at
Newport be ore the season ends. ¥ £z [';_‘J_

It 18 depressing to think that mournlng has practically removed from the scene of
aetion the Vanderbllts, the Havemeyers, the Thorns, the Eanes, the Osgoolls, the
Kernochans, the Duryens, the Cuttings and the Gammells.

t"The Breskers,” the splendid manslon of Cornellus Vanderbilt, Is boarded up from
top to botiom. There I2 absolutely no evidence of any preparation to reopen the
place;, It looks like gome great publie institution. Tt las been snid that Mr. Vander
Lilt nnd his famlly will retorn to- Amerien and oceupy “The Breakers” this Summer.
Iy wy mind that is a grave question. Mr., Vandetbilt has gone abroad In the search
of health, Tf he finds it'or any fudleatlon of It e fs likely to stay where it comes to
bim. If he doesn't find It he will probably return to Amerlca and go to *“The Brenk-
ers.' But that fuot will have no ben the socinl season at Newport. Mr. Van-
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rematned in Burope. e will not entertals and will not be in any sense s factor In
entertalnment.

The Havemsyers, who have slways exerclsad such a delightful influence over the
sockal body at Newport, will oceupy thelr eottnge, but will take no purt In the gny-
ctles of the sensomn.

Miss Gammell, who lodt her mother while crossing the Channel, shows the effects
of that shock. She is pale and thin and crreworn, swith trnces of the deepest grief In
Lier face, g 5

In view of these migfortunes and the gloom that follows them, we must look else-
where for the gayoty o1 the coming senson, A woman of fashlon. who usually kmows
what ahe Is talking about, sald 1o me whiie I was In ¥ewport that she thought this
season would be a Drexzol season.

Both John R. Drexel and Anthony J. Drexel will be there this yesr, one In the
Falrman Rogera place and the other in the Kernochan cottnge. And the general im-
preesion In Newport now {s that tliey are golng to sweep things, At any rate, the
Newport people know thit they ean sweep thinge If they so desive. Furthermore, the
Newport people are quite willing, even anxlous, that the Drexels should sweep things,
and they don't care how quickly they begin,

It/le generally conceded that Mrs. Potter Palmer would Hke to do a Mttle BWeep-
ing, but to sweep In Newport costs monoy. o Eweep eclean cosfs & Iot of money.
Mrs. Potter Palmer, while she wonld 1lke to sweep, also llkes to keep her money.
Bhe ean't do both, and the impression is among the Newporters who have slready had
experience of her that she will letiva the sweeplng to somebody wlse,

I've road & lot about the wonderfiil chuniges that the Drexels have made in the
Fairman Rogers place, but really T conldn’t sse any marvellous metamorphosts, A
few little towers and spires have tieen nd#ed, and there Is. some enlargement, but
nothing to warrant the panegyries that have been pronounced upon the wonderful
tiste and Navish expense displiyed In these changes.

The great expense, however, will be in the decoration. Mrs. Drexel gays that the
place will not be entirely finlshed for six wesks. Tha decorations are to be done
ander the direction of some famons Frenoh drtlst, who has been Imported for the
purpose, and who is fo vecelve s fabulons smin for his services.

The other Drexeis aye not making sueh a splurge, but I-dare say they will he
gind enongh to play second fiddle by n tune -like that,

The Calyln Brices have cut quite o figure ar Newport In recent yenrs, and do*
50 agaln. They will be at Besullen, WHilam Waldops Astor's place, and .\_wm-m':-_

Summer place us if he bud |

less give the voudeville performances 4d t zained dog abows on the lawn that caused
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Mras. Astor will oconpy Beechwood as usnal, and will be vistted thare by the Juhn
Jaeob Astors for a short time. Perry Belmont will be at his By-the-Sea, and Idspe-
nard Stewart I5 alrendy comfortasble In hls cottage. James J. Van Alen W superin-
tending the renovation of Wakehurst, and will dountiess keep hils reputetion as =
host tintarnished, :

Marble House, which Iz slways the first place that the tourist wants to gee In
Newport, wil not be the scene of any remnrkable festivitles. It will be oeoupied;
a5 It was !nst geason, by Willle K, Vanderbilt's two sons and thelr mother's slaster,
Miss Smith. .

Ou the other hand, Belcourt will be very gay. Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Belmont nre
expected there within a menth, and preparstions for their coming are alréady belng
made. Indeed. there was about as much activity at Beleourt as at any other place
that I saw in Newport

The Hollls' Hunnewells will some on from Boston on Tuly 1, end occopy thelr Clay
street cottage. Mr and Mrs. Henry Pendleton Rogers sse already in Pinard Cot-
tage No. §, and Mr. and Mrs. Buchnnan Winthrop ere in another of the Pinard eot-
tages.

Thet Newpore ten’t by any means dall, even @o aarly in the season as thls, may
be judged from a glance at the following st of people who have nlresdy apened
thelr cottages for the sesyon:

Mr. and Mrs. Oharles Oelrlchs, George R. Fearing, Henry A. C. Taylor, Mr. and
Mrs. Frederle Shsllon, Mr. and Mrs, Pendleton Rogers, Mr. gnd Myrs, Buchansn Win-
Mr. and Mrs. Willam Wadtts Sherman, Mr. and Mrs, Whitney Warren, Mr, and Mrs.
J. Wadsworth Ritchle, Mr, and Mrs. Seth B. French, Mr. sod Mrs. Comellus Van-
derbilt,~ir, Mr. and Mrs. Hacry Payne Whitney, Mr. snd Mrs. Benjnmin Bhaw, Mr, and
Mrs, Willinm F. Burden, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Wehster, I.V. Putker, Lispenurd Stewa,t,
Major &nd Mre. T. K. Glbbs, Mlss Gammoll, Mrs. O. L. Best, Thomas P. Cushing,
Mrs. J. B. Fry, Mr. and Mrs. T. Bully Durley, Mrs. {David King, Mrs, John Le Farge,
T. W. Fioney, Mr, and Mra. Willlam C. Schermerhora, Mr. and Mrs. Victor Borchan,
Wiillam BR. Travers, Mra. Magon, Mr. and Mrs. Lorillard Spencer, Mr. and Mrs. Louls
Jones, Mr, and Mrs. Willonghby, Professor Agnssis, Mr, and Mrs. Hutton and Mz, and
Mrs. Wharton.

Now, that Is & brave showing for the frst of June. and It i getting better svety oy,
Newport's natnrdl advantages make It one of the moer desirable Summer resorts in
Ameries,  Its soclal excluslveness makes It the one plhce townrd whieh the eyes of
| Fasblon are siways turned In reverencs and in lopiln ing. Itis foo early yet to fores
| tell dutaiis, but I sm satisfied that when the Newport sesson of 1597 shali have boem
- weighed In the ecales of retrospect
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on 1t will mot bave been found wholly e




